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CORBVALLIE IN F,E%I.. TIELD

There e;.'re several %raé’iitic&is» _éﬁﬁéaﬁrﬁing‘ﬁ%ﬁe origin of the nane

T‘F&fu @1&“ 0f these, the one Host mpﬁar&nﬁ mes% generally sccepted
at‘-%mms%ga the neme to Lord Cormwslliis. The circimstenses &f the stery are

| interaﬁﬁing and sugpestive. ﬁamwaﬁis nad his headquar%efs &t Winngborg
.ﬁmrag the closing weeks of 1'?39 anci the firs% Zorinight of 178%. Six uonths
bﬁfme@ ‘Oherieston had surreondered %o the British and General Lincoln with
nis whole army had been tekem prisomers of wer. Uorpwellis with 4,000
regulars bad been laft to subjugste the State. T}w King was inforwed thab
the réh@lﬁ{imﬁ had been scrushed snd that Bouwlh Carclina hed been Brought beck
to its allegisnce to the Crovl.

In August, & second continmental sy zm&aﬁ* General Gstes hed been
gurprised and routed at Camden, British gerrisoms Hiad ber. stabioned at
éif&%e.g&a points with orders to enroll the Tories snd o repfess every sign
of resistancs,. Wany of the Bhigs having lost neart teok British prﬁecftiém.
@nlff & handful of wndsunted chomilablaa kept up the £ight wnder thefr
:‘i.rmpreé;éime jeaders. The entirs state was overrun snd the Pritish Re--gu};ér's
had alvesdy marched to Charioble, Forth ﬁaro:}m&;-ﬁﬁd woie walting there fm‘
fory reinforcemembs. Bub Ferguson with his 1,300 Tories wss defeated at King's
‘-;ﬂwﬁ%am, ﬂf’*tﬁﬂw Ty 1780, ceusing &mwallis promptly to fall baek to |
Finnshoro. ﬁera he locksé a.bmﬁ: aim amz pax’h&}iﬁ ﬂream;:t of suc—r:egs i 1’?31,.:
He seems W0 imva enjoyed the mlliﬁg m.lla arkﬁ prme‘sral farests of ma
ﬂ;‘..s*tmm'%u -He wust bhave prized the ferﬁﬁe ﬁoi}. and m.cm Tesourees of the region.

, ifﬁ: is-'?hwa zmﬁ '.i:,hm that he is Gl{’fﬁiﬁlﬁe& w:rﬁ;h saymg: ' “""’n&t & faa:w :E'z.eld"‘i

|\ The neme stuck, end sevenieen yeuz-'sia%r when the ta’wii;;_éry e ‘separated

‘from Gaméen s the new district was mm&é "Pairfiela.




Gormwallis was a va}.}.an and E.kiﬂm}; uoldier, but he m‘tls‘i'. have
heaé in ,Qam somebhing of the poet end ‘E;hs namre lover. His Thig eunemies and
awaquemrﬁ have nol been wewilling %o nmﬁerve amﬁ hg.mi éamz his a‘ppreeiaﬁmn
: aff & &apaniﬁ...fal sountry 'mzicn he foug h"b in vain i:e wm ami hald for his King,
There were many other %wave men whc 1mvea Shege Afeir ITandst he‘bween the |
W&%ezwa and the Brosd. White seﬁt}‘.ers hed lxwﬁi “bhers @uﬁ.y 35 gyears. Host of -
them haa COmE :isrom the British Isles. These peap;a weTe ﬁmﬁe& amm‘t %1&}..?
‘%J.gs: and half Tories. Ons of the labter was..‘ﬁrﬁ.-‘ Fohn -Pm}.-lips‘ He had been
born 4n Ireland, vss & man a:f sducation snd was a ’I‘ary from pmncmplﬁa ﬁa ‘and
ﬁ'ﬁ.s ﬂsmm,ezwg hed mede tnams;elvea espmmily ubrmﬁtimm to the patriois. T’uqug%x _
| ha s m&p’bumﬁ,, mis ﬁﬁnr&g@ﬁ n@zgﬂmrs spared. his hia. & few weeks la‘her ,
ﬁmm*ﬁail}.ﬁ ﬂe.‘[ﬁ a ﬁz“am head caurx, marshall ira tx'*y and sen%anae BUme seven‘&y
_ﬁnhs w}m ‘had vielaied their nmale b:; agﬁm i:airing up P . Phlllxps ﬁea&ea
.wr 'aerc;a,r and Passured his leordship ﬁh&"%; if these fien mere emtm'tad & hmdre&
" af his ﬁ!&gsa tv"!s subjects um::!.cz be h'zmg fﬁ!’%ﬁ%ﬁi‘ﬁh b:r the mﬁ:&.gmnb pmxﬁa in
'wmii&;bmnﬂ {1} EJ.& plez mwag granﬁem : ﬁpﬂﬁ retirememt of the British from
""mms’t:rom, mmps wes jelt in cam.m @f the Temam “”fhe uaxt yesr he was
takan a "335‘1561?."-”'? te ﬁaméen » trie& axaé emnaemaﬁ *se; the g&ﬁmm* The Whigs t:f
g “’amieiﬁ alwms% ﬁmut @xaap%iom unih a& 1n & pe*tz.t:‘iﬁn :‘é‘@r his 1:‘{5@ snd secured
| tzxe cmmwtmn of %ia semcnma g mamsbmem. :
. ‘The interconrse bed wem ﬁmmmﬁm and wlan@}. Phillips waE an'&irelf ‘
ffﬁ""aﬁ't frog the interv:iew h?‘hweesﬁ the Bx‘iﬁ:z.sh ﬂomm&num‘ and Fornm Bills. Thig
Whig gai;maé admissﬁ.an te bﬂ’mﬁ&ﬁiﬁ-m ‘*‘ﬁnc’ﬁ who'y seid Jormwallis, “ave ymu?“

- "My Lordship®, replied Hills, "do not you remember ould Jobn Hills who kept_yaw

{1} THowe!s History of Presbylterian Church, Volume I, psge 502.
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fatherts rece horse in Ireland?® ¥0h, 15 nim A you, Joun? Give us a vRE
: a:;;f yanr bone, and hely yoursell right 'fmaiy“w spirits and water”. Joln
; rirﬁﬁi{,f “buk feiled Go grece his drink ﬂiﬁz & bogat. Tiad have you any business
with me, my oid friend?® “Yes, your Lﬂfﬁ‘iﬁhﬁ&; I aﬁn&eﬁém&’ymmhmm it in
view to hang 2 good wany of your dem'i Fhigs &nd I hed 1t 4n mind bo say il
 youm, that that wes net the way fo sucoeed with thewe pesple, Pesides, nothing
15 ‘wore wnmoertein than the fai:.é of batile and ym-mméﬁip and your brave
pep mey chstge Pileses with the Rhigs nmr-'a:eﬁﬁémm& te gies My son, Johm, iIs
one of the demnest Whigs in the colomy and if ymmfl.&rﬁ“s.hip goes on bo hang
ané you should £213 inte Joilm's handg, he world hang up ﬁaﬂr fordship ilke s
dog.® Johnuyte spesch had ils p@ssﬁ}h‘%‘: sffect, for nobody was hmmg, no
sroperty Tiusdersd or destroyed (1}.

Thile Cornwallis hed his ermy neadquarbers in Winnstors, he was’

zhie to gebt 2 first hand imowletige of the people of Pairfictd aud adjoining
fﬁis triets. Many of these folk were ?réswteﬂé&m ‘Some of their nintsters
emﬁ mﬁmﬁ glders were Gescendsnts of ﬁc:oiﬁch mvenmters ‘ﬁh@ hed vome to
Bitericd - f@f conscience sake. Heny of mese men’ YB’GT‘E well @dﬂﬂ&t&dﬁ Tﬂuy T&l‘l’t&b}g
i*ﬂlcamﬁeﬂ."'%he fine ol Begteh prineiples of hqﬁasty,‘ inghetry, piety, asd
above aily eivil gnd religious Iﬁ:béx*‘ﬁy.f;' .&t 1@&% one of their preachers is
tz*ezm%é b have omrried not onily nis B.v.ble htﬁ; alsej h:f,s lomg berrelled rifle
inte 233:& pmhmm 'ﬁi&ﬁ&:ﬂ?eﬂ had buiid -ﬁﬁéir' iuggf'f-‘éhureheﬁ % ‘the backwvods, ma
aften 2% cmw guard agpingt the Ind:e.ms w‘aﬂe t’fm ccngre:gm’tlﬁn worshipped e.nd no%

'*i’;hay‘were &-gaﬁ*a doing the same thing _a&&mmﬁ ‘th&_ mammhﬁg Twﬁes.._ The

{1} Pe&mm‘s Harrative History of rairflald f}uunﬁyi
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British are séi? %o have considered every Preshylerian Church im the distriet
as & center of rebellion and every Presbyterian preacher &g an ggent of
sedition. In desling with this siltueiion Cornwallis one dey simmmoned before
him the Rev. Williaw Nertin, a Oovenenter, vwho presched ecccasionally at the
Jacksonls Creek Church. "He was brought before Lord Cornwallis at Wiansboro.
#e stood before him erset, with his grey locks unceversd, his eyes fized om
nis lordship apd his comntensnce marked with frankness end benevelence.® "Ien
are charged?, says his lordship, "with preaching rebeliion fron the puipite—
you, an old wsn, and & ninistsr of the gospel of peace, with sdvocating re-
vellicn ageinst your lawiul soversign,; Ling George the IIit ¥%hat hasve you to
say in your defsnce?® Hothing damnted he is reported to have replied: I
am happy to appesr before you. For meny monihs I have been held in chalzns
for preaching whai I believe Lo be the truth. &8 to King George, L owe him
nothing bub good will. I am mel unsequeinted with his priveis characier. z
was reised inm Seotlend, sducsited in its literary snd theological schools; wes
gebtled in Irelend, where I spent the prime of my days and emigrated to this
country seven yesrs ago. As & king, he was boumd Yo protect hle subjects in
the enjoyment of thelr righis. Protection end ellegisnce go together, and
shers ihe one fails, the cthey caunnol be sxmeled. The Declaration of
Independence is but & relleraiion of whet our covenanting feihers have alﬁays
meintained. I am thepkful you have given me liberty to spesk, snd will sbide
your plessure, whatever it may be.” {1} |

By many kistoriansg the viciory a2t Eingts Howntain iz considered the
final turning point of the Hevoluiion. Cornweliis hud goud rasmsons for his en—

campment in Winnsboro. The Pariissns were swarming sbout the Red Coats like

£1} fowets History Preshyierien Church, Yolume I, Page 500.
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&nm h&m%m On Jan. 317, 378L, the Brz,bi.ah ;&n'& math&r serious defeal at

‘ ﬁw'penm Lonbinental rejnforesments mﬁar ura&n were marching from Ex&rﬁ,&nﬁ,

ergmz.% ané Horth Caroline tomard Eeuth maiina, ﬂmwméﬁ prmmpﬁ.g pres
mre& 1o iesve Winnsbory and o merch to rme‘a mem. ot sone of the ’%’higs of

Faz.rfzulﬁ conceived & pian o mmbusa snd capbure him. Lord Cornwailis was

: ‘&acﬁstgmezﬁ £p take z morning and evening wide dmm the rond. Colonel Fohn

- Wirm, his son hdeuteneni Hinor Winn, and one u;t-ahar_ Thig concealed themselves

in 5 thicket, rifle iu hend, intending to cut him off. They were discovered

ang. appr ehended by & band of Teries, sad wers :mnéem@@ o be bhumg o & cerfeln

day at 12300 alolosk. Ninor Biim took the sentama greatly to hesrtand semi
for the mimister, Mr. Heriim, to 131*&3“ wlth nim.i He was- unﬁar goard m 'tha
w%:mcim Twe British soldiers had out down sone of the %meg ¥or firewood and
ha“ piled up the brush in heaps, 'hahina:i which Minor kmeeled in prayer, and s
joinsd bﬁ? the minister. Their ws:ercme% mn“ainu@fi =ith the gallows in f‘u}.l
view v:u.l tha fatsl hours Fri&nﬁs stood Tistering for the drum and fife as
wha pali%iﬁcﬁ prisoners wers 1o be marched te the sallows, Instead of this
they were. warched o Lord f’ammam&ﬁ he&ﬁc"{i&rﬁe‘fu snd papdoned. Hinow 'E%i:m
m:s persusded that this wap an oxpress nsver %o prayer, and was subsequently
iy o iaunwﬁ in his deys of frolie, with +uie forced repenilance. {13

o Pariy I ;fr.-,.nw:u?# ﬁamw&}.liﬁ b:wke caxp iz Winnsborp where he had
meited simce Qctober 29th. ¥ine monibs later, on Ostober 1%, X781, e
;sﬁrran&éreﬁ to Weshington ah Tcx'%%s - émariﬂaﬁ.:_m&&?endmc&.”iiﬁ._‘_ti« boen won in
spite cf the pride sad pover of ng Grem'ﬁe iﬁ-

we oitizens of imerics cdn afford Lo be generous towerd the

jpveders and porheps tolerant toward the despicable and wisgulded Tories. Buk

{1} Towe's History of Presbyterian Shumh, Yolume I, Page 506L



= vhe worthlest monument to Cormmallis in South Caroline today is in "Pafrfisldn.
His Tordship wes vighi when he ezclaimed MWhat a 'fair Tie1d7Y, Lithough he was
wrong in underestimaiing the valor and petrictissm of the men snd women he

sould mod coonguErs
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SOVE EZARLY HISTORY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY

"what feir fields!"™ Lord Cornwallis is sald to have
exelaimed when he was making "Wynnesborecugh" his headquarters
from October 1780_%9 January 1781l. Hence, the origin of the name
of Fairfield Counbty, His lordship, speaking to Walber Robertson,
of that day, added: "I can concelve no finer regicn, taking into
consideration its fertile scoil, its mild climste, its long drawn,
beautiful valleys and glorious highlands.®

Thirty-Tive vears before Cornwallis was there, the first
whnite sesbtlers came Lo this land, then a part of Craven County, of
the royal provincs of Scouth Carolina, The first settlers found this
territory occupied by the Catawbas, Wateress, and other small tribes
of the Sioux. After the Revolution, it wes a part of Camden Dis-
trict, and was made inbto Fairfield County in 1798, Its lines have
remained unchanged to this day except for & small portion ceded to
Richland in 1913,

Miilts Statistics says that buffaloes, elks, bears, panthers
and wolves abounded in the county. James Newton, living in 1824,

18 said to have killed the last elk, Its antlers were shipped to

England, Jesse (ladden, father of General Gladden, is guoted as

gaying that he had seen droves of wild horsds in the county.

WINNSBORGCGGH IN 1826

Winnsborough is the seat of justice of this district, and
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1s one of the most plesasant and flourishing villages in the state.
There are few, 1f any, more healthy places in the state., The lands
sround are fertile, gently undulating, and highly improved. The
houses are bullt mostly on one streset, though obher strsets ars laid
out and have been considerably improved. It has a handsome Cottrt=
house and Jail, an academy (formerly a college) which is richly en-
dowed and very flourishing; three churches, a2 Masonic hall, and a
market-house. The number of privete houses (somes of which are hande
some) is about Fifty; there are two houses of entertainment and
eight or ten stores. Two considerable saw gin factories are carried
on hers, |

Winnsborough is remarkable for having been the headgquarters
of Tord Cornwallils in the Revolutionary War, after the defeat of
Ferguson at Kings Mounbtain, when he rstreated from Charlotie.

Mount Zion w=s established in this place before Lhs Revo-
lutionary War, and received an act of incorporation in 1777. It was
formerly in high sepute, and confsrred degrses.

There are two other villages in the district: Monticello,
which contains the Jefferson Academy, to the founding of which in-
stitution the venerable patriot, in honor of whom it received its
name; libserally contributed. Monticelle is situvated between the
waters of Little Rivér and Wilkinson's Creek. It contains a few
houses, besides the academy, and is in a healthy, rich and populous

neighborhood,
MOBERLEY MEETING HOUSE

Edward Moberley, with his six sons and their families,
came to Fairfisld County from Point Tobaceco, Maryland, abous 1758,
and settlied on what is known as Poplar Ridge, on the FEast side of

Eeaver Cresk., For a long time they were freisted by the Hamptons
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about their lands, and moved & few milss from %the place of their
Tirst location further %o ths East, and buil: a fort, and near it
ersclted later the Moberley Meeting House.

The Moberleys built the Meeting House as an Episcopal
Church. They permitted other denominations to use it, It also be=-
came a meeting place for Whigs and Royalists in the days of the
Revolution. A battle, or skirmish, tock place here, and the name of
the battle was that of Moberlsy Meeting House. Col. William Bratton,
of York, and Col. MeClure, of Chester, were commanders of this body
of Whigs who defeated and dispersed the Toriss,

It is said that the whols family of Moberiey suffersd from
the fact of this battle through falss reports, some uninformed peo-
prle having stated that the Moberleys wers Toriss in the Revolution.
This is not true. They were wealthy, self-sustaining people. The

people of the up country as a whole were reluctant to enter the con-

ot

e3t against the Royal CGovernment. They had little causs for com§
é\t

laint, Indesd, they had fared well 2t the hands of the king, ﬁAléo,

e

they were so far away from the seat of turmoil as to be 1ittle af-
fected by it. Therefors, they were slow in their anger against the
British troops, and the English ministry. However, when Tarleton
invaded the ups=country, the people could not stand the brutalities

of his soldiery and camp followers. So when Cornwallis gave the
order to them to taks up arms for the British ministry, they refused
and joined the bands of partisans like Marion, Sumber and Picksens,
who showed in the darkest hour that "though the soil of South
Carolina might bs over run, the spirit of her people was invincible."
And the South Carclina Historical Commission, in Columbia, has record
of service of Edward Moberlsy, Sr., and ten other Hoberleys and

thelr connections. (See "The Mobleys and Their Connections.')



FORT WACNER

When the Moberleys came Ifrom Maryland, behtween the years
1758 and 1760, on the route, on the banks of the Yadkin River in
North Carolina, thev admitted into the caravan of travelers a
Hollander, Jans Wagner, Jans Wagnerfs family at that time consist-
ed of himself and a number of daughbers. He jocined the Moberleys
to immiprate to South Carolins for the better security of his
family of daughters.

Scon after their arrival, Jans Wagner and the Moberleys
participated in the troubles and war with the Cherokee Indians,

The Indians went on the war pach, scalped some white seittlers,
burned their homes, and took Fort Loudon. Wagner and the Moberleys
with the riflesmen and British troops, went on long marches, engaged
the Indians in battle, and put them to flight teo a large Indian
town.

The first settlers built their log cabins near the margins
of creeks or rivers. The Moberleys, as stated above, seittled on
Poplar Ridge, on the East side of Beaver Creek. Jans Wagner and
his family of girls settled near Reedy Branch. Past the meridian
of life, he was so solicitous of their welfare that he constructed
a strong fort of white cak logs, hewn twelve inches sguare, for
their protection, and when there was danger from the Indians, the
neighbors would gather at this neighbeorhood bloekhouss to defend
themselves with Janss Wagner and his girls., Jans Wagner stood his
ground égainst whatever potent influence the Hampitons had brought
to bear on the Moberleys, and with his girls held the fort until

he got his grant confirmed.




Tradition says that Jans Wagner furnished two bales of
that historie shipment of six bales of cetton o England, where i
the authoritiss guestioned whether the coleoniss could produce that
much, MILL'S STATISTICS 3SAY:

Fort Wagner was built in the Cherokee War (1760).

The first settlers on the headwabers of Beaver (Creek were ]
under the necessity of confining themselves te Fort Wagner for pro-

tection from the Indiams. A young man by the name of James Phillips é

went out with a hunting partiy, and on his return, near the fort, he

shot s rattlesnake, which, on examination, was found %o have a fawn P

in its stomach. This circumstance (observed D. R. Coleman, Esg.) has
been reléted to me by Phillips himself, and by a member of others ﬁ
who saw the snake when brought into the fort and the fawnm taken out |
of it. TFrom the good character these men had among thelir neighbors
as men of veracity, and my own long acquainbancs with Phillips, I

have no doubt but that he killed the snake and that it had the fawn

in its stomach., (Albert Beam, witness) (pags 554),

Fort Waggoner was erecbed on Bsaver Creek, © miles above
its mouth, and intc this the poor scattered inhabitants flocked and A
received its protection until the end of the Cherokee War, and
their meat was obiained by hunting, and thelr bread was brought on

pack mules from the Congarse.

e VE TR
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FAIRPIZELD COUNTY IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR

Prior to and during the Revolutionary War Fairfisld
County was a part of Craven County, of the royal province of South
Carolina. Winnsboro was the headquartsrs of Lord Cornwsllis from
October 1780 to January 1781, after the dsfeat of Ferguson at Kings *
Mountain, when he retreated from Charlotte. The Rritish CGeneral
was 80 delighted with the counitry arcund Winnsboro that he exclaimed,
"What fair fieldsi" After the Revolution it became part of Camden :
District, and in 1798 was made into thes present county of FPairfield,
recsiving 1ts name becsuse of the words of Lord Cornwallis,

Two battles, or skirmishes, of the Revolutionary War
took place in Fairfield County, namely, thoss of Moberley Mesting
House and Dutehman's Cresk.

The first was that of Moberley Meeting House, in ths
year 1780, This year was a dark period for the patriots of Carolins.
Charleston surrendered on the 12th of Mav, and Generzl Lincoln and
the American army became prisoners of war. This success was followed
up by vigorous movements., One expedition secured the important post
Of Ninety Six, another scoured the counbry bordering on the Savannah,
and Lord Coruwallils passed ths Santee and took Georgetown.

The British line ra% thru the present countiss of
Chesterfield, Kershaw, Fairfield, Wewberrvy and Abbeville. They held

quiet possession of all the state fo the south and east of that 1line.,



The Provincial Congress had determined to orgaenizes a military force

of 3 rsgiments. The province was then divided intc 12 military
districts, one of which was Camden, smbracing the couniry bebwesn
Lynch's Cresek and the Congaree, The pressnt Countiss of Richland,
Xershaw, S3umter, Fairfield and Chester, Armed garrisons were posted
throughout the Stats, which law at the mercy of the conquerors, to
over~awe the inhabitants and secure a return to their allegiancs.

For ssveral weeks all military opposition ceased, and it was
the boast of Sir Henry Clinton that here, at least, the American
Hevolution was endsd, It was his plan after conqusring the South to

arry nis campalgn e the Forfh. A proclamation was issusd, denouncing
vengeance on all who should dare appear in arms, save under the royal
authority, and offering pardon with few sxcepbtions to those who would
acknowledge 1t and accept Bribtish protecition. The great majority of
the people, believing resisbtance unavailing and hopeless, toock the
offered protection, while those who refused absolute submission were
axiled or imprisoned.

That thsre were great differences of sentiment in regard to
the Revolubtion, even among the people of the Low Countpyof South
Carolina, has abundantly appeared in the pages of history. Friends
and families were divided in opinion as to its cause, and still more
30 in regard to The course of evenbts which had followsd, resulting in
the Declaration of Independence. Bubt thess differences in the Low
Country had caused little bloodshed by native Carolinians at the hands
of each other. Few of the Tories in that ssciion took up arms against
their fellow countrymen. In the new field of war, alas, the people
who had not been interested in the gquestions which brought on the

trouble were to fight everyone against his brother, and everyons’

.

against his neighbor, and the most dreadful internecine sir*Sz + &

-



To crush this bold and determined spirit, Rritish officers
and troops were dispatched in marauding parties, o every nook and

corner of South Carolina, authorized to punish every Whig with wtmost

vigor, and to call upon Loyalists to aid in the work of carnace, The
LOT, g

Tories in this sectlon began to gather and organize., On May 26, 1780,

that is, three days before the massacre in the Waxhaws, a party of
these marauders asssmbled at Mobley's Meeting House, several miles
west of Winnsboro, in the present County of Fairfield, This meeting

house had Peen bullt by Edward Mobserley, Senior, and his sons, as an

i

piscopal Church. They permitted other denominations to use it, and
at this time it had become z meeting place for Whigs and Tories,
Colonel William Eratton, of York, Capt. John MeClure, of Chester, and
Major Winn gathered the Whigs and defeated and dispersed the Tories,
who fled at the first crask of the rifls. There is no account of
the casualties on either side,

The condition of affairs in South Carolina was without
paralisl in the history of ths Revolution. No other state was so
completely overrun by British forces, no other state so divided
upon the questions at issue, and in none other did the men of both
sides so generally participate in $the struggle. In none other were
Tory organizabtions from other states so much used in connection with
Royal troops to subdus American Whigs, thus atbtempbting to carry out
the British ministerial plan of overcoming Americans by Americans,
While South Carolina received but iittle assistance from the North,
her territory was garrisoned by Americans serving in the British
Army, enlisted from Connecticut, Wew York, New Jersey, and from
Bennsylvania. Northern States furnished alsoc several excellent

Tory officers who operated with the Britiskh Army in South Carolina.



. Pennsylvania furnished the notorious Huck. When the report of

.?the disaster at Moberley Meeting House was conveyed to Rocky Mount,
 Ein Chester Distrist, Colonel Turnbull, the Commandsr of a strong
,@detachment of British troops at that point, determined on summary
;vengeance, and for that purpose sent the Tory,aﬁaptain Huck, &t
'fthe head of 400 cavalry, and & considerable body of Tories, all well
w@mounted, with the following order:

"Po Capt. Huck - You are hereby ordered, with the
7fcavalry under your command, to proceed to thse frontier of the
 jprovince, collecting all the royal militia with you on your march,
fand with sald foree to push the rebels as fap as you may deem con-

T yenient.®
However, Huck's career was soon snded by Samuel McConnell,

" of Pairfield County, whe shot him from his horss.

DUTCHMAN'S CREEK

In 1781 General Andrew Plckens commanded & small party.
. Erom ths time this officer had joined General Morgan, he had nét
;Trestad a day., Soms of thg officers and men under him had been en-
_gaged in the most active service sver since the fall of Charleston,
E The rest had abandcned their homes with Pickens himself, and had
‘taken to the field when, in violation of their paroles, they had
,'been called upon to serve In the British Army. They had received
;neiﬁher clothing nor pay, and came into the service mounted at
 ?their own expense. They wers not of that class of men who can
minister to their own by invading tﬁé comforts of others; most, if
;not all, were men of respectable comnections and comfortable property.

. But their condition now was scarcely to be borne; they had not the
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clothing necessary to common decency. Yet no. ons deserted, no

one murmured, but, foregoing ths privileges of volunteers, they

"residted the examples of hundreds who daily came and went as they

pleased, and never shrank from thelr duty in the midst of retreat,
privation and suffering «weee=w But, besides their own increasing
necessities, affairs in their own state were now demanding their
return. In addition to the large British force retained in South
Carolina, appearances on the frontier threstened a ssrious in-
vasion from the Indians. Not only their own apprehensions, but
those of General Greene himself were seriously awskened for the
fate of thelir families, and connections; and General Pickens was
ordersd teo repalr to the back parts of South Carolina to protect
the Whigs, supress the Loyalists, and co-operate with Gen. Sumter
in the active enterprises in which that patriot was then engagsd.

While Ceneral Pickens was on his march to South Carolina,
a party of New York Volumteers under the command of Capt. Grey was
detached by Lord Rawdon from Camden to dispsrse z body of militia
who were gathering on Dutchman's Crsek, in what is now Fairfield
County. This the New York Volunteers succeedsd in doing, killing
two captains, sixteen privates, and taking eighteen prisoners,
without the loss of a man on their party.

This was one of twenty-three affairs in which the South
Carolina voluntesr partisan bands had fought the British forees
during Gen, Green's absencs, and although this was & victory for
the British, it was Indesd a Florious struggle which had thus besn
mzintained by her own peopls in South Carolina while the Continen:al
Army was absent from the State.

Feirfield's population during the Revolution was about

equally divided between the Whigs and Tories. She contributed many
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brave men to the regiment of Rangers (Col, Thomson's, Capt.
Woodward!s) and afterwards to Sumter!s and someitimes to Marion. Shs
susbained the great cause with noble spirit.

When Washington's corps, on a march through the uplands,
halted at Inglemsnts Mill, on Wilkin's Oreek, they wers wholly outd

of money and supplies, The Commissary, Mr. Hutchinson, was sent to

Mr., Philip Pearson's, nearby, to try to secure msat and bread for

his men, and food for his horses. For one week the horses and men
were abundantiy furnished from ¥r. Pearson's farm, and Mr. Pssrson
weived all compensation. Likewisé, Mr. HReuben Harrison furnished
Gen. Greene and his men with bread, vegetables, cattle and sheep,
and Mr. Gen. Green was leaving, he tendered a certificate for the
supplies furnished, and Mr. Harrison said: "No, we are all engaged
fn the same great cause . . . Your success will be my pay.m

&ndrew Feaster, of Fairfield, in addition to serving as
a soldisr, furnished a field of grain and a horse without
remunsration. | |

There are probably many others who did as much, of whom
we do not have record, for these men had much to fight and give for.
They had sacrirficed much, leaving homes, loved ones, and friends in
the old country, daring the wilderness, savages, discomforts, of
the new country. Now these things were threatened by the same powsr
from which they had fled fghe old country. Were they to sit idly
by and lose all for which they had risked so much?

It is said that John Milis, of Chester, gained admission
to Lord Cornwalilis, while in headduarters at Wynnsborough. "And who
asked Cornwallis, Mare you?® "My Lordship, do you not remember

ounld Jobhn Mills, who kept your father's rasce horse in Irseland??



"0h, is that you, John? Give us a wag of your beone, and help

yourself right freely to spirits and water.* John drank. “Havs
vou any business with me, my old friend?"

"Wes, your Lordship. I undersitand you have it in view
to hang a good many of your dam't Whigs, and I had it in mind to
say ti1l you that that is not the way %o succeed with these people.
Besidés, nothing is more uncertain than the fate of battle, and
your Lordship and your brave msn may change places with the Whigs
now condemned to die., Iy son John is one‘of the dammst Whigs in
the Colony, and if your Lordship goss on te hang, and you should
afterwards fall into John's hends, he would hang up your Lordship
iike a dog.” Johnny's speech had its possible effect, for nobody
was hung, no preperty plundered or destroyed.

Another intsresbing incident was dfter the defeat of the
Sritish at Blackstocks, when the British troops dropped down 1o
Fairfisld County, tec the home of Mrs. Martha Dansby.. The widow
with her children was ordered out of the dwelling. B3he refussd to
go. Force was threatensed. She ©¥id deflance to foree. "I will not
say what I am, but you say I am a British subject, and if so, I
have the rights of a British subject until T am legally divested
oy the verdict of a jury. If you must nsed have shelter, go take
the kitchen and make the best of it." FThey took her af hsr word,
and British officers, richly ¢lad, and trimmed off with lacas and
decorated with gold epaunlsts, were glad to find asylum in poor
Marthe Dansby's kitchen. HMany of the British officers and soldiers
wounded at Blackstock died thsre,

In conclusion we will quoks the tribute of the great

American historian, Bancroft, to ths conduct of the people of



South Carolina when practlcally abandoned by Congress and its

army, being a tribute to Fairfield County as well:

"Left mainly to her, own resocurces, it was through the
cepths of wretchedness that her sons wers to bring her back to
her place in the republic, after suffering_mcre; and daring more,

and achieving more than the men of any other State.
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